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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5493

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmttee on Health & Long-Term Care (originally sponsored
by Senators Kastama, Deccio and Benson; by request of Departnent of
Heal t h)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 02/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to renoving state funding restrictions from the
hepatitis C state plan; and anmendi ng RCW 70. 54. 360.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW70.54.360 and 2003 ¢ 273 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The secretary of health shall design a state plan for education
efforts concerning hepatitis C and the preventi on and managenent of the
di sease by January 1, 2004. In developing the plan, the secretary
shall consult with

(a) The public;

(b) Patient groups and organi zati ons;

(c) Relevant state agencies that have functions that involve
hepatitis C or provide services to persons with hepatitis C

(d) Local health departnents;

(e) Public health and clinical |aboratories;

(f) Providers and suppliers of services to persons with hepatitis

(g) Research scientists;
(h) The University of Wshi ngton; and
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(1) Relevant health care associations.

(2) The plan shall include inplenentation recommendations in the
foll ow ng areas:

(a) Hepatitis C virus prevention and treatnent strategies for
groups at risk for hepatitis C wth an enphasis towards those groups
that are disproportionately affected by hepatitis C, including persons
infected with H'V, veterans, racial or ethnic mnorities that suffer a
hi gher incidence of hepatitis C, and persons who engage in high-risk
behavi or, such as intravenous drug use;

(b) Educational prograns to pronote public awareness about
hepatitis C and know edge about risk factors, the value of wearly
detection, screening, services, and available treatnent options for
hepatitis C, which may be incorporated in public awareness prograns
concerni ng bl oodborne infections;

(c) Education curricula for appropriate health and health-rel ated
provi ders covered by the uniformdisciplinary act, chapter 18.130 RCW

(d) Training courses for persons providing hepatitis C counseling,
public health clinic staff, and any other appropriate provider, which
shal | focus on di sease prevention, early detection, and intervention;

(e) Capacity for voluntary hepatitis C testing prograns to be
perfornmed at facilities providing voluntary H 'V testing under chapter
70. 24 RCW

(f) A conprehensive nodel for an evidence-based process for the
prevention and managenent of hepatitis C that is applicable to other
di seases; and

(g) Sources and availability of funding to inplenent the plan.

(3) The secretary of health shall develop the state plan described
in subsections (1) and (2) of this section only to the extent that ((5

not—comre—fromstatesourees)) funding is avail able.

(4) The board of health may adopt rules necessary to inplenment
subsection (2)(b) of this section.

(5) The secretary of health shall submt the conpleted state plan
to the legislature by January 1, 2004. After the initial state planis
submtted, the departnent shall update the state plan biennially and
shall submt the plan to the governor and nake it available to other
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interested parties. The update and progress reports are due Decenber
1, 2004, and every two years thereafter.

(6) ((Fhe—state—plan+ecormrendations—deseribedin—subseeti-oR{2Hb)
. hi . hall be irmol L I ¢ healtd I

the extent that, and for as long as, federal or private funds are

} —i | —)) State funds that are
used for the inplenentation of the 2004 WAshington state hepatitis C
strategic plan shall be limted to hepatitis C prevention, education,
and testing activities. Approaches to hepatitis Ctesting should be in
venues appropriate to the target populations. State funds used for the
hepatitis C strategic plan shall not supplant any current state funding
directed to H'V prevention, education, and testing activities.

(7) This section expires June 30, 2007.

~-- END ---
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